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Foreword

Home education has positioned itself as one of several means by which parents can fulfill their responsibility for educating their children. The ND legislature has enacted laws to ensure that the state’s responsibilities and legitimate interests in this endeavor are also guaranteed and protected. Towards that end, the state has delegated certain responsibilities to local school districts to work with home educators to assure that all ND students are receiving a quality education.

With the intent of fulfilling our responsibilities and in the hope of cooperating with and assisting home educators, Bismarck Public Schools has prepared and distributed this booklet. Hopefully, it will answer some of the questions home educators have about this very important personal and community responsibility.

Many thanks go to the ND Home School Association, and to Shane Martin, Fargo Public Schools, for much of the information, cooperation, and encouragement in preparing this handbook and in generally working together to support home educators.

This booklet is published and updated on the internet at:
   http://www.bismarckschools.org
Ms. Fran Rodenburg
Assistant Superintendent

Bismarck Public Schools

806 North Washington Street
Bismarck, ND  58501

701-323-4054
fran_rodenburg@educ8.org
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Home Education: An educational program for a child, based in the child’s home and supervised by the child’s parent or parents. Participation in this program legally fulfills the compulsory instruction requirements of ND CC 15.1-23.
Responsibilities

Parents:

· File a statement of intent annually with the Assistant Superintendent’s office of Bismarck Public Schools. The statement must be filed at least fourteen (14) days prior to the beginning of the program or within fourteen days of establishing residency in the district. The statement must include:
· The name and address of the supervising parent.

· The date of birth and grade level of the child.

· The intention of the parent to supervise home instruction.

· The qualifications of the parent who will supervise the home instruction.

· A list of courses or extracurricular activities in which the child intends to participate via Bismarck Public Schools.

· A list of any extracurricular activities planned for in an approved, nonpublic school.

· Proof of immunization record.

· Proof of identity (birth certificate) – or other identifying official document.

· Supervise the courses required by statute:
· Elementary – spelling, reading, composition, mathematics, creative writing, English grammar, geography, United States history, civil government, U. S. Constitution, nature study, elements of agriculture, physiology, physical education, effects of alcohol, tobacco, and narcotics, prevention of contagious diseases and hygiene.

· Secondary – English, math, science, social studies, health and physical education, music, combination of business, economics, foreign language, industrial arts, or career and technical education.

· A parent is qualified to supervise a program of home instruction if they adhere to one of the following:

· Has a baccalaureate degree

· Has a North Dakota teaching certificate

· Has met or exceeded the cut-off score on the national teacher exam given in ND, or in any other state if ND does not offer such a test.

· Has a high school diploma or a GED certificate and is monitored by a ND state certified teacher the first two years the parent conducts home education. If the child being instructed receives a composite standardized achievement test score below the fiftieth percentile nationally, the monitoring must continue during the following school year or longer if the child has not achieved the fiftieth percentile. If testing is not required by NDCC 15.1-23-07 in either of the first two years of monitoring, the time of monitoring may not be extended except upon the mutual consent of the parent and the monitor. Once a parent has completed the monitoring requirements for one child, the parent is not required to be monitored with respect to other children being educated at home.

· Conduct classes for at least four hours per day for a minimum of 175 days per year.

· Maintain an annual record (cumulative folder) of courses taken by the child and the child’s academic progress assessments, including any standardized achievement test results. A parent shall furnish these records to any school to which the child may transfer upon request of the superintendent or other administrator of that public school district.

· Home educators may attend classes, inservice and training sessions provided to BPS teaching staff.

· Provide student assessments as required by NDCC:
· Standardized achievement tests must be given to each child receiving home education in grades four, six, eight, and ten. Results must be filed with the BPS office of the assistant superintendent.

· Towards meeting this requirement, BPS provides, at no cost, the Measures of Academic Progress Assessment. Other assessments can be used at parent’s cost. Accepted alternatives include Iowa Tests of Basic Skills, SAT, or ACT.

· If the child’s basic composite score on a standardized achievement test falls below the thirtieth percentile nationally, the child must be professionally evaluated for a potential learning problem by a multidisciplinary assessment team according to guidelines established by the superintendent of public instruction.

· Specific testing instructions and dates will be mailed to home education families each February.

· Bismarck Public Schools grants diplomas only to those students who have completed all ND and BPS requirements. In addition, to be diploma-eligible, students must be enrolled in five semester credits at a BPS high school during their last semester prior to graduation.

· Students working towards a BPS diploma need to consult with a BPS high school counselor to assure that they have included all the necessary course work in their course of study to entitle them to earn a BPS diploma.

Superintendent/Home Education Coordinator:
· Either directly or through his/her designee, carry out supervisory and administrative requirements of home education as described in NDCC 15.1-23.
· Accept Statements of Intent filed by parents choosing to home educate their children.

· Hire and supervise sufficient home education monitors to fulfill monitoring requirements.

· Provide for statutorily required assessment.

· For those for whom it is required, make an “annual determination of reasonable academic progress.”

· Maintain files for students participating in home education. 

· Convene and lead multidisciplinary assessment teams as necessary, invoked as required by NDCC.

Home Education Monitor:
· Monitor home education as described in NDCC – essentially four hours per month or an average of one hour per week. Adjustments are made for additional children being home educated in the same home and for children who are enrolled part time in an approved school.

· Evaluate the student’s progress and report the student’s progress at least twice annually to the assistant superintendent. Academic progress shall be assessed based upon:
· The program of studies which includes statutorily required subjects.

· Observation of the student.
· Conference with the parent.
· Data recorded by the parent.
· Provide copies of the progress reports to parents.

· (Compensation of privately secured home education monitors is the responsibility of the parents hiring them. Public school monitors are paid by the BPS.)

Curriculum Resources

Parents must determine the curriculum.

Parents are responsible for purchasing all materials.

A Beka Book, Inc.
A Ministry of Pensacola Christian College Providing Excellence in Home-School Education


PO Box 19100, Pensacola FL  32523-9100;  www.abeka.com
1-877-223-5226
Accelerated Christian Education (ACE) customerservice@aceministries.com;
1-800-925-7777


www.schooloftomorrow.com
Alpha-Phonics
A Complete System for Beginning Readers of All Ages
1-800-247-4784

orders@christianbook.com;  www.christianbook.com
FAX: 1-978-977-5010
The Bedell Curriculum
Bible Based Curriculum


PO Box 30, Arcadia, FL 34265
1-863-494-2610


bedell@desoto.net; www.bedellcurriculum.com
The Elijah Company
1053 Eldridge Loop, Crossville, TN  38571
(FAX) 1-931-456-0667

support@homeschoolmarketplace.com; www.elijahcompany.com

Home School Manual
Gazell Publications


1906 Niles-Buchanan Road, Niles, MI  49120;  amazon.com
Homeschooling Warehouse Great Christian Books
1-631-956-0998
160 37th Street, Lindenhurst, NY 11757
mrotolo@email.com;  www.greatchristianbooks.com

Math-U-See MNND
1637 No. 5th Street, Fargo, ND 58102
1-888-854-6284

jimfugleberg@juno.com; www.mathusee.com

Plain Path Publishers
PO Box 830, Columbus, NC  28722
1-828-863-2736

info@plainpath.org;  www.plainpath.org

The Sycamore Tree
2179 Meyer Place, Costa Mesa, CA  92627
1-714-668-1343

info@sycamoretree.com  
FAX: 1-714-668-1344

The Teaching Home
A Christian Magazine for Home Educators
1-503-253-9633

Box 20219, Portland, OR 97294

customerservice@teachinghome.com;  www.teachinghome.com

Timberdoodle Company
1510 E. Spencer Lake Road, Shelton, WA  98584
1-800-478-0672


www.timberdoodle.com  
FAX: 1-360-427-5625


Books on Home Education

(Available in local bookstores, curriculum supply catalogs, or via the internet through amazon.com etc.)

How to Tutor by Samuel Blumenfeld

The 3R’s (K-6) and You Can Teach Your Child Successfully (4-8) by Dr. Ruth Beechick

And What About College by Cafi Cohen

The Right Choice: Home Schooling by Christopher J. Klicka

Home Schooling for Excellence by David and Micki Colfax

What the Bible Says about Child Training by Richard Fugate

The Christian Home School by Gregg Harris

For the Children’s Sake by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay

Schooproof by Mary Pride

The High School Handbook by Mary Schofield

A Survivor’s Guide to Home Schooling by Luanne Shackleford and Susan White

Beyond Survival – A Guide to Abundant-Life Home Schooling by Diana Waring

Books specific to North Dakota:

Record Keeping and Achievement Testing for Grades 1-8 by Camilla Leedahl

Strategies for High School: An Introduction to Course Planning, Record Keeping and College Considerations by Camilla Leedahl

Test Publishers

Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills

CTB McGraw Hill

20 Ryan Ranch Road
Monterey, CA 93940-5730
1-888-282-5690; www.ctb.com
Iowa Test of Basic Skills

Riverside Publishing Co.

3800 Golf Road, Suite 100
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
1-800-323-540; rpcwebmaster@hmco.com

Metropolitan Achievement Tests or
Stanford Achievement Test
Harcourt Assessment, Inc.
19500 Bulverde Road
San Antonio, TX 78259
1-800-211-8378; FAX 1-800-232-1223

www.harcourtassessment.com

PASS

Hewitt Homeschooling Resources
PO Box 9

Washougal, WA  98671

1-800-890-4097; FAX 1-360-835-8697

info@hewitthomeschooling.com
www.hewitthomeschooling.com
SRA Achievement Series

SRA/McGraw Hill

220 East Danieldale Road
Desota, TX 75115-2490
1-888-SRA-4543; FAX 1-972-228-1982

www.sraonline.com

Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT)

Scholastic Testing Service, Inc.

480 Meyer Road

Bensenville, IL   60106-1617
1-800-642-6787; FAX 1-866-766-8054

sts@ststesting.com; www.ststesting.com

Miscellaneous testing materials

Bob Jones University

1700 Wade Hampton Boulevard

Greenville, SC  29614-0001

1-864-242-5100 ext. 2047

www.bju.edu/

Support Resources

Bismarck Public Schools:

Superintendent


Dr. Paul Johnson

806 N. Washington St.

Bismarck, ND  58501


323-4054

paul_johnson@educ8.org
Assistant Superintendent (for Home Educ.)


Fran Rodenburg

806 N. Washington St.

Bismarck, ND  58501


323-4054

fran_rodenburg@educ8.org
BPS Home Education Monitors


 Mary Ann Delzer


712 N. 17th St.


Bismarck, ND 58501


258-1758


mumsers@btinet.net

Kandy Kasper


806 N. Washington St.

Bismarck, ND  58501


258-8116


kandy_kasper@educ8.org



Rose Schubert

2507 N. Washington St.

Bismarck, ND  58503

222-0369

rschub@bis.midco.net

Margaret Sitte


808 W. Avenue C


Bismarck, ND 58501

ND Department of Public Instruction

Home Education: 

Trisha Lang, Director

ND DPI

600 E. Boulevard Avenue


Bismarck, ND  58505


328-2295
Division of Independent Study: 


Jon Skaar, Director


1510 N. 12th Avenue


Fargo, ND  58105


701-231-6007
Home Education Support Groups

North Dakota Home School Association


Dr. James Bartlett, Director


1854 107th Street NE

Bottineau, ND 58318-8050

1-701-263-3727

Office@ndhsa.org

www.ndhsa.com

Bismarck/Mandan Home Education Support Group


Kari M.


323-7739
Bismarck Catholic Home Eductors


Cincy S. 


258-3424


255-4885


davids@wdata.com




Internet References
Bismarck Public Schools – Information about the school district, especially curriculum guides for each grade/subject, test scores, school calendar, graduation requirements, special education, etc.


http://www.bismarckschools.org/
Bob Jones University Press - Textbooks and educational services for Christian schools and home schools. Emphasis on biblical integration, teacher interaction, and comprehension. Lots of useful information on the site.


http://www.bjup.com/
CDLN - Bismarck/Mandan Area Libraries


http://www.infolynx.org/
Crosswalk.Com - A Christian home school site providing helpful articles, curriculum reviews and purchasing, chat, humor, forums, resources, daily encouragement, and more by Mike Farris, president of HSLDA.

http://homeschool.crosswalk.com/
Department of Public Instruction


http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/dpi/index.htm
Educator’s Toolkit – A resource for educators

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/tepdl/pdf/pdpeucatortoolkit.pdf
GreatScopes Microscopes - Affordable, quality homeschool microscopes. Homeschooler-friendly, homeschool group discounts available. Free labs and experiments for your children to perform.


http://www.greatscopes.com/
Homeschooling - Keep up with the movement, access teaching resources like packaged lessons and home learning software. Link to support groups, read regulations.

http://homeschooling.about.com/education/homeschooling/
Home Schooling Publishers - Collects publishers of books on home-schooling and texts created for that purpose. Looksmart Category – Home Schooling

http://www.looksmart.com
ND Century Code: A complete up-to-date complete-text version of laws enacted by the ND Legislature.


http://www.state.nd.us/lr/centurycode.html
North Dakota State Government


http://www.state.nd.us/
SENDIT – North Dakota’s Educational Network – an internet resource for students and educators.


http://www.sendit.nodak.edu/
United States Department of Education


http://www.ed.gov/
WEB66: An International Registry of WWW School Sites.


http://web66.coled.umn.edu/schools.html
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