
Community  Forum  

                               

ÅApproximately 250 additional k-6 students this year; which  

 includes 100 additional kindergarteners. 

ÅProjections and birthrates indicate  250 more students per  

 year for at least 5 years, an increase of 1,287 K-6 students. 

ÅBPS has 24 portable classrooms; most of them are 34 years old. 

ÅResidential growth is expected to continue in N. and S. Bismarck 

  and in Lincoln, which is in the BPS district 
 

 



Community  Forum  
 

                               

1)    Introduction ς 5 minutes 
 

2) Capacity Options 1, 2, 3 and 4 ς 20 minutes 
 

3) Educational & Physical  Improvements - 5 minutes 
 

4) Break Out Sessions ς 30 minutes 
 

5) Report Back ς 15 minutes 
 

 



Community  Forum  
 
 
 

Over the last 6 months: 
 
ÅHeld 10 Community Input Session ς this is the 11th 

ÅIncluded 2 all staff meetings 

ÅAttendance has ranged from 50-120 at each meeting 
ÅAssessments of 2,000,000 square feet  
Å6 meetings with building Principals 
ÅInterviews with School Board, Administrators and 
Staff 
 
 

 

 



Community Input (Old Option 1): 
Address capacity needs by constructing new buildings and/or 
expanding existing facilities within the current educational 
model (i.e. K-6, 7-9, 10-12). 

Pros: 

Å Improves existing buildings. 

ÅLooks to potentially be most 
cost effective.  

Cons:  

ÅLeaves 9th grade GPA & 
sports issues. 

ÅCurrent boundaries are an 
issue. 

ÅExpensive to improve every 
building.  

Å6th graders more aligned 
with middle school.  

ÅNot state norm.  



Community Input (Old Option 2): 
Reconfigure Elementary to K-2 and 3 -5; Move 6th Grade to 
Middle School; Move 9th Grade to High School; Build a 3rd High 
School. 

Pros: 

ÅBetter teacher 
collaboration, no single 
sections. 

ÅMore equitable to have 
more than one section 

ÅLike 6th and 9th grade 
moving up. 

ÅFewer traveling specialists 
with more than one section  

Cons:  

ÅMore transitions are hard 
on kids  

ÅElementary configuration is 
hard on families  

ÅGeneral dislike for breaking 
elementary grades 



Community Input (Old Option 3): 
Reconfigure to move Kindergarten to Kindergarten Centers;  
Build new 1st grade ς 5th grade 4 section elementary schools;  
Move 6th Grade in MS; Move 9th Grade to a Freshman Center ;  
HS stay 10-12 

 Pros: 

Å6th grade aligns with middle 
school 

ÅCould build new elementary 
schools in areas of growth 

ÅWould be more efficient 
with combined 
Kindergarten resources 

 

Cons:  

ÅA temporary solution 

ÅNumber of transitions is 
bad for families and kids 

ÅIdentity - 9th ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
belong to any school 

Å9th grade issues GPA, art 
& extra curricular  

ÅLack of role models 
 



Community Input (Old Option 4): 
Determine the most cost effective size school to operate and 
reconfigure, expand and repurpose buildings to get close to the 
most efficient model 

 Pros: 

ÅClass sizes and boundaries 
would be more manageable 

ÅDistrict would spend less 
operating buildings  

ÅWould provide a more 
equitable education for all 
our kids 

ÅBuild new 4 section 
elementary 

 

Cons:  

ÅDo not compromise 
educational goals 





Option 1 ς Capacity Needs: 

Address capacity needs with a combination of new 
construction and additions to existing facilities within 
current educational model (i.e. K-6, 7-9, 10-12).  

 Current 
Capacity 

Enrollment Projections: 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

K-6 
 

5,107 5,872 
(-765) 

6,978 
(-1,871) 

7,182 
(-2,075) 

7-9 2,332 2,511 
(-179) 

2,681 
(-349) 

3,112 
(-780) 

10-12 2,199 2,524 
(-325) 

2,529 
(-330) 

2,893 
(-694) 



Option 1 ς Summary: 

Å Elementary (K-6): 

ï (3) New 4-Section Elementary Schools. 

ï Additions to existing facilities. 

Å Middle School (7-9): 

ï New Middle School. 

Å High School (10-12): 

ï Renovate South Central/Hughes to 
accommodate High School Students. 

 





Option 1 ς Elementary (K-6): 

Existing Elementary (K-6) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current SAGE Capacity): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 137% 141% 

Option 1 Elementary (K-6) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Proposed SAGE Capacity): 

Current 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 95% 98% 



Option 1 ς Elementary (K-6): 

Å New Construction: 

ï Three (3) new 4-Section Elementary Schools to 
accommodate ± 588-668 Students each. 

Å Additions to Existing Facilities: 

ï Additions to existing facilities accommodate 311-
441 Students total.   



Option 1 - Elementary (New 
Construction): 
Three (3) New K-6 Elementary Schools: 

4 Sections = 588 Students (SAGE) ς 668 Maximum 
120-130 SF/Student = 70,000-80,000 SF 
$150-$175/SF = $10.5M-$14M Construction (Per Facility) 
(Does Not include land acquisition costs) 

Site Criteria: 
Area with current student population. 
Area of projected future growth. 
Area with high student transportation. 
Size that is within the guidelines. 

Recommended Sites: 
District Owned Land in Lincoln & North Bismarck 

 



Option 1 - Elementary (Additions): 

Additions to Existing Elementary Schools (K-6): 

Additions added in sections (i.e. 7 Classes) 

(3) Additional Sections = 441 Students (SAGE) 

$175-$185/SF = $1.7-1.85M Construction (Per Section) 

Facility Selection Criteria: 

Buildings with less than 4 sections  

Site size is within 70% of guidelines  

Site assessment score is better than 75%  

 



Option 1 - Elementary (Additions): 

Sites that meet the Facility Selection Criteria: 
 
 
Facility: Sections: Site Size 

(Acres): 
Site Score: 

Centennial 3.4 15.7 87.5% 

Grimsrud 2 7 75% 

Moses 3 7.5 81.25%  

Solheim 3.7 13.6 85.76%  

Sunrise 3.1 14 100%  



Option 1 ς Middle School (7-9): 

Existing Middle School (7-9) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current Scheduling): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

108% 115% 133% 

Option 1 Middle School (7-9) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current Scheduling): 

Current 5-yr 10-yr 

108% 86% 99% 



Option 1 ς Middle School (7-9): 

Å New Construction: 

ï New Middle School to accommodate ± 800 
Students. 

 

One (1) New Middle School: 

800 Students (Based on current Scheduling) 

175 SF/Student = 140,000 SF 

$150-175/SF = $21-24.5M Construction 

(Does Not include land acquisition costs) 

 



Option 1 ς High School (10-12): 

Existing High School (10-12) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current Scheduling): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 115% 132% 

Option 1 High School (10-12) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current Scheduling): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 94% 107% 



Option 1 ς High School (10-12): 

Å Renovation: 
ï Renovate South Central/Hughes to accommodate 

±500 High School Students. 
 

Renovation/Repurpose of South Central/Hughes : 
500 Students  
88,000 SF South Central/Hughes  
88,000 SF Renovation $70-80 SF = $6.2M-$7M 
 

Replacement of 45,000 SF Student Services Space: 
45,000 SF @ $140-150/SF = $6.3-6.75M 
(Does Not include land acquisition costs) 
 

 



Option 1 ς Estimated Cost Summary: 

ES ς New Construction (3) Schools 

ES ς (3) Additions 

MS ς New Construction 

HS ς Renovation 

Student Services Building 

 

Total Option 1 

$31.5-42M 

$5.1M - $5.55M 

$21-24.5M 

$6.2-7M 

$6.3-6.75M 

 

$71.3ς $85.8M 



Option 2 ς Capacity Needs: 

Reconfigure Elementary to K-5; Move 6th Grade to 
Middle School; Move 9th Grade to High School; Build a 
3rd High School. 

 Current 
Capacity 

Enrollment Projections: 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

K-5 5,107 5,872 
(-765) 

6,053 
(-946) 

6,146 
(-1,039) 

6-8 2,332 2,511 
(-179) 

2,764 
(-432) 

3,131 
(-799) 

9-12 2,199 2,524 
(-325) 

3,371 
(-1,172) 

3,910 
(-1,711) 



Option 2 ς Summary: 

Å Elementary (K-5): 
ï (2) New 4-Section Elementary Schools. 
ï Additions to an existing facility. 
ï Move 6th Grade to Middle School. 

Å Middle School (6-8): 
ï  Renovate portion of South Central/Hughes to Middle School 
ï (5-yr) New Middle School. 
ï Move 9th Grade to High School. 

Å High School (9-12): 
ï New High School. 
ï Expand Existing High School. 
ï (5-yr) Expand New High School. 
 
 





Option 2 ς Elementary (K-5): 

Existing Elementary (K-6) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current SAGE Capacity): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 137% 141% 

Option 2 Elementary (K-5) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Proposed SAGE Capacity): 

Current 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 98% 99% 



Option 2 ς Elementary (K-5): 

Å New Construction: 

ï Two (2) new 4-Section Elementary Schools to 
accommodate ± 488 Students each. 

Å Additions to Existing Facilities: 

ï Addition to existing facilities accommodate ± 
122 Students total. 



Option 2 - Elementary (New 
Construction): 

Two (2) New Elementary Schools (K-5): 
4 Sections = 488 Students (SAGE) 
120-130 SF/Student = 58,500-63,500 SF 
$150-$175/SF = $8.78M-$11.1M Construction (Per Facility) 

(Does Not include land acquisition costs) 

Site Criteria: 
Area with current student population. 
Area of projected future growth. 
Area with high student transportation. 
Size that is within the guidelines. 

Recommended Sites: 
District Owned Land in Lincoln and North Bismarck 

 



Option 2 - Elementary (Additions): 

Additions to Existing Elementary Schools (K-5): 

Additions added in sections (i.e. 7 Classes) 

(1) Additional Sections = 122 Students (SAGE) 

$175-$185/SF = = $1.7-1.85M Construction 

Facility Selection Criteria: 

Buildings with less than 4 sections  

Site size is within 70% of guidelines  

Site assessment score is better than 75%  

 



Option 2 ς Middle School (6-8): 

Existing Middle School (7-9) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current Scheduling): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

108% 115% 133% 

Option 2 Middle School (6-8)% Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Proposed Scheduling): 

Current 5-yr 10-yr 

108% 103% 100% 



Option 2 ς Middle School (6-8): 

Å Repurpose: 

ï Repurpose portion of South Central/ Hughes to 
accommodate ± 350 Middle School Students. 5 
Year Plan 

ï 10 Year  - New (4th) Middle School  & Repurpose 
South Central  

Repurpose of South Central/Hughes : 

350 Students (Current Scheduling) 

44,000 SF South Central/Hughes  

 

 

 



Option 2 ς Middle School (6-8): 

 

Renovation of a portion of South Central : 

350 Students  

130 SF Student 

46,000 SF  

$70/SF - $80/SF = $3.2M-$3.68M 

 

 



Option 2 ς High School (10-12): 

Existing High School (10-12) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current Scheduling): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 115% 132% 

Option 1 High School (9-12) % Capacity 
(Enrollment Projections/Current Scheduling): 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

115% 96% 98% 



Option 2 ς High School (9-12): 

Å New Construction (5-yr Capacity): 

ï New High School to accommodate ± 1,300 
Students (w/ Core Expandable to 1,600). 

Å Additions (10-yr Capacity): 

ï Expand New High School to accommodate 
±1,600 Students. 

ï Expand Century High School to accommodate 
±200 additional Students. 

 

 



Option 2 ς High School (9-12): 

New Construction: 

1,300 Students 

180 SF ς 190 SF/Student 

234,000 SF ς 250,000 SF 

$175/SF = $41M-$43.75M 
(Does Not include land acquisition costs) 
 

Additions to New and Existing High Schools: 5-10 Year 

500 Students  

65,000 SF  

$175/SF - $185/SF = $11.38M-$15.73M 
 

 



Option 2 ς Estimated Cost Summary: 

ES ς New Construction 2 Schools 

ES ς 1 Addition 

MS ς Repurpose 

HS ς New Construction 

 

Total Option 2 

$17.56M - $22.2M 

$1.7M - $1.85M 

$3.2-3.68M 

$41M-$43.75M 

 

$63.46 ς $71.48M 



Option 3 ς Capacity Needs : 

Reconfigure Elementary to K-5; Move 6th Grade to Middle 
School; Move 9th Grade to High School; Repurpose existing 
Middle School to an Elementary; Repurpose existing High 
School to a Middle School; Build a New High School. 

 Current 
Capacity 

Enrollment Projections: 

Today 5-yr 10-yr 

K-5 5,107 5,872 
(-765) 

6,053 
(-946) 

6,146 
(-1,039) 

6-8 2,332 2,511 
(-179) 

2,764 
(-432) 

3,131 
(-799) 

9-12 2,199 2,524 
(-325) 

3,371 
(-1,172) 

3,910 
(-1,711) 



Option 3 ς Summary: 

Å Elementary (K-5): 
ï (1) New 4-Section Elementary Schools. 
ï Repurpose existing Simle Middle School to an 

Elementary 
ï Move 6th Grade to Middle School. 

Å Middle School (6-8): 
ï Repurpose Bismarck High School to a Middle School. 
ï Move 9th Grade to High School. 

Å High School (9-12): 
ï New High School. 
ï Expand Existing High School by 500 students. 
 
 

 




